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Original Article 

The purpose of this study was to establish the usage of research and theory in the teaching of 

English language in secondary schools in Botswana. Altogether 100 questionnaires were 

administered in 19 secondary schools. The results of this study indicate that teachers rarely 

ever refer to language research in their teaching. Less value was also placed on the theoretical 

information acquired during training. The respondents indicated that their teaching is 

essentially based on utilizing their teaching experience and individual creativity. 
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Introduction 

 

English occupies a prominent position in Botswana in terms of its status as an official 

language and the medium of instruction in the education system. As a medium of instruction 

in the schools, it spans the entire school curriculum, making it a vital language that students 

need to master in order to cope with their studies. For the great majority of students in 

Botswana, English is learnt primarily through instruction in the classroom, an environment in 

which, as Spolsky (1989) points out, the language is simplified and controlled by the teacher 

who, in most cases, would be the one who is fluent in the language. It is envisaged that in 

such a learning environment, the teacher facilitates learning by providing the learners with 

what Krashen (1982) terms comprehensive input. Given such a situation, there is a need to 

have a cadre of teachers who have the competence to teach the language effectively.  

   Over  past  years, Botswana has sought to produce its own English language teachers 

locally,  but  it  has  also  employed  expatriate  teachers  from  English-speaking  countries. 
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